
Casual	day,	7	September	2018.		

The	theme:	Everyday	heroes.	

	

Our	 staff	 got	 all	 dressed	 up	 for	 the	 occasion	
showcasing	Nurse	outfits,	 Superwoman	 clothing,	
Flying	Capes	and	even	a	Princess	Poppy.	

In	 all	 truthfulness	 though,	 who	 would	 you	
rather	 have	 handling	 your	 property	 transfer?			
A	temperamental	vigilante	 in	a	Flying	Cape,	or	
an	 experienced,	 educated	 and	 responsible	
individual	like	any	one	of	our	staff	here	at	Van	
der	Merwe	and	Robertson	Inc?	

For	many	people,	 their	 property	 is	 their	 single	
largest	asset.	Whether	you	plan	on	selling	your	
property	 one	 day	 to	 fund	 your	 retirement,	
leaving	a	legacy	behind	for	future	generations,	
or	 your	 first	 stepping	 stone	 into	 the	 property	
market,	we	can	all	agree	that	Properties	make	
up	the	largest	portion	of	an	individual’s	wealth	
in	 most	 cases.	 It	 is	 also	 the	 one	 of	 the	 only	
assets	 that	 appreciates	 in	 value	 with	 time.	 It	
makes	 sense	 therefore	 that	 the	 Transfer	 of	
Properties	 is	 handled	 with	 such	 care	 and	
caution.	

In	 one	 Transfer	 transaction	 there	 can	 be	 up				
to	 three	 Conveyancing	 Attorneys	 involved,	
namely:	

	Transferring	Attorneys:	 These	 attorneys	 attend	
to	 the	 transfer	 of	 property	 from	 the	 seller	 to	
the	buyer.	

	

Bond	 cancellation	 Attorneys:	 These	 attorneys	
are	 appointed	 by	 the	 seller’s	 bond	 holder	 to	
cancel	the	existing	mortgage	on	the	property.	

Bond	 Registration	 Attorneys:	 These	 attorneys	
are	 appointed	 by	 the	 buyer’s	 bank	which	will	
be	 granting	 the	 new	home	 loan	 to	 the	 buyer.	
The	 attorney	 registers	 the	 bond	 over	 the	
property	in	favour	of	the	bank.	

The	 Conveyancers	 responsibilities	 start	 with	
advising	the	client	regarding	the	content	of	the	
offer	 to	 purchase	 and	 end	 with	 advising	 the	
client	 of	 the	 transfer	 on	 the	 date	 of	
registration	 and	 accounting	 to	 the	 parties	 for	
finances	and	making	all	the	necessary	payments.	

In	between	that	they	deal	with	multiple	parties	
including	 the	 Banks,	 SARS,	 Municipalities,	
Rates	and	Deeds	Offices	all	 to	ensure	that	 the	
Property	registers	on	or	as	close	as	possible	to	
the	date	on	the	Offer	to	Purchase.	

I	 think	 you	 see	 where	 I’m	 going	 with	 this.	
Despite	 the	massive	 responsibilities	 that	 they	
are	 tasked	 with	 daily,	 these	 are	 some	 of	 the	
most	positive	and	 inspiring	people	that	 I	have	
met.	

Sure,	 a	 Senior	 Conveyancing	 Secretary	 might	
not	be	the	most	exciting	dress	up	idea	but	let’s	
take	 a	 moment	 to	 appreciate	 and	 recognise	
the	 good	 work	 done	 by	 these	 individuals	 to	
protect	the	best	interests	of	their	clients.	

By	Holly	Grainger	(CA)SA	
Financial	Manager	of	Van	der	Merwe	&	
Robertson	Attorneys	Inc.	
	

Conveyancing	Attorneys:	The	Unsung	Heroes	of	the	Legal	Industry	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

		

	

	

	 	
From	 Left	 to	 Right:	 Sonja	 Visser	 (Senior	 Bonds	
Secretary),	 Benjie	 Koopman	 (Office	 Manager),	
Trienkie	 Lombard	 (Trust	 Secretary),	 Renette	 Maij	
(Attorney	&	Conveyancer)	


